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The Labor Market Information Newsletter on Maine Economic Activity 
Tourism Prospects Look Good for Summer of 1992 
Summer tourism impacts the entire state, 
from inland parks and sporting camps to 
coastal campgrounds and resorts, with 
the largest share of tourist-related activity 
being concentrated along the coast. The 
effect of summer tourism in Maine is most di-
rectly associated with seasonal growth in the fol-
lowing industries: eating and drinking places; 
hotels, rooming houses, camps, and other lodging 
places; museums and art galleries; and estab-
lishments in miscellaneous retail trade (i.e., gift, 
novelty, and souvenir shops, etc.) 
Discussions with officials associated with these in-
dustries, referred to here as the "tourist industry," 
indicate expectations for at least as good a sum-
mer as 1991, and better in some areas. None ex-
pected business to be worse than last year. 
Employment growth in the tourist industry 
peaked in 1989, with employment decreasing by 
four percent in 1990. In 1991, employment was 
two percent less than 1990. The largest employ-
ment decline occurred in eating and drinking 
places. 
Attendance at state parks is expected to remain at 
about the same level as last year. Reservations 
have not increased over 1991, and fewer school 
groups are expected this year as a result of school 
budget cuts throughout the State. The weather is 
a very important factor for state parks and other 
major tourist areas, often having an impact as 
great as the overall economic conditions. 
Along the coast, in the Old Orchard Beach area 
expectations are for a better year than last year. 
Reservations are holding steady at the same level 
as last year, advertising has increased, and more 
Canadian tourists are expected this year. 
Moving up the coast slightly into the Portland 
area, tourist activity is expected to be about the 
same as last year. Portland is considered to be a 
gateway city to Maine. Walk-in inquiries are up 
this year, but mail inquiries are down. 
The Sebago Lake/Naples/Bridgton area is expect-
ing to maintain 1991 levels. Summer rentals from 
realtors are up, but motel reservations are spotty. 
Last summer more people visited the area but 
spent less money. More people went camping, 
bringing their supplies with them. This is ex-
pected to continue for 1992. 
Moving back toward the coast, the Boothbay Har-
bor region is expecting a better year for 1992. In-
quiries are up 15 percent over 1991 and there are 
more early bookings this year. Advertising has 
been limited to the New England area. 
The Waldoboro area does not anticipate much im-
provement over 1991. In 1991, there were 12 "bed 
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Selected Employment Security Activities MAINE.(: 
JOB._ 
SERVICE, 
Unemployment Insurance 
Benefit Payments 
Unemployment Compensation 
Fund Balance 
In Miilions 
(Total includes Maine's Portion of Extended Benefits) 
(Amounts y month) 
S0-'--~-1-,-s,--~~~-1-,,-0~~~---1,-,~1~~1-.....--1~,~,2~~~ 
In Miiiions 
(End of Month) 
Earnings and Workweek of Production Workers 
in Manufacturing Industries 
AVERAGE WEEKI.. Y A VERA GE HOURLY 
HOURS EARNINGS 
This Last Year This Last Year This Last 
AREA AND INDUSTRY Month Month Ago Month Month Ago Month Month 
STATEWIDE 
Manufacturing------------------------------------- $459.50 $451.27 $441.90 40.7 39.9 40.1 $11.29 $11.31 $11.02 
Durable Goods----------------------------------- 464.67 450.25 430.44 41.6 40.6 40.8 11.17 11.09 10.55 
Lumber and Wood Products----------------- 386.40 379.35 364.42 42.0 41.1 40.9 9.20 9.23 8.91 
Primary and Fabricated Metals-------------- 444.44 445.36 418.76 42.9 42.7 42.6 10.36 10.43 9.83 
Industrial Machinery and Equipment------ 538.00 523.68 548.60 41.9 41.3 44.1 12.84 12.68 12.44 
Electronic and Other Electric Equipment-- 394.54 390.22 386.69 41.4 39.9 38.4 9.53 9.78 10.07 
Transportation Equipment------------------- 598.02 567.01 494.91 41.5 40.1 40.7 14.41 14.14 12.16 
Other Durable Goods------------------------- 336.80 336.44 347.58 40.0 40.1 40.7 8.42 8.39 8.54 
Nondurable Goods------------------------------ 455.60 452.71 451.88 40.0 39.4 39.5 11.39 11.49 11.44 
Food and Kindred Products------------------ 314.25 286.12 316.46 33.9 31.1 36.5 9.27 9.20 8.67 
Textile Mill Products------------------------- 374.05 367.21 351.92 42.7 42.6 39.9 8.76 8.62 8.82 
Apparel and Other Textile Products------- 249.90 296.06 244.55 35.7 40.5 33.5 7.00 7.31 7.30 
Paper and Allied Products------------------- 688.61 684.48 682.78 43.5 42.7 43.6 15.83 16.03 15.66 
Leather and Leather Products--------------- 301.60 298.72 294.20 37.7 37.2 37.1 8.00 8.03 7.93 
Other Nondurable Goods-------------------- 390.06 386.23 367.64 39.6 38.7 37.4 9.85 9.98 9.83 
PORTLAND MSA 
Manufacturing------------------------------------- 410.29 405.30 387.76 39.3 38.6 37.0 10.44 10.50 10.48 
LEWISTON-AUBURN MSA 
Manufacturing------------------------------------- 370.44 383.66 375.31 39.2 40.3 39.8 9.45 9.52 9.43 
ANNUAL AVERAGE 
HOURLY EARNINGS 
1989 1990 1991 
$9.89 $10.58 $11.08 
9.59 10.20 10.61 
8.85 9.10 8.97 
9.31 9.98 10.18 
11.03 11.63 12.43 
9.02 9.69 9.91 
10.80 11.68 12.55 
7.80 8.11 8.57 
10.16 10.93 11.48 
8.01 8.56 8.76 
8.22 8.82 8.82 
7.04 7.38 7.28 
14.51 15.16 16.06 
6.92 7.44 7.82 
9.10 9.62 9.85 
10.53 10.63 10.45 
8.50 9.26 
Female Labor Force in Maine U.S. Consumer Price Index in Thousands 
This Last Year 
ITEMlJ Month Month Ago 
Labor Force 294.2 290.2 302.1 
Unemployment 18.5 26.7 18.5 
(Percent) 6.3% 9.2% 6.1% 
Resident Employed 275.7 263.6 283.6 
lJ Current figures preliminary; last month and year ago figures revised. 
Source: Female labor force estimates are developed by, and solely the 
This Last 
BASE PERIOD Month Month 
Year Last 
Ago Dec. 
135.0 135.9 (1982-1984 - 100) All Items (CPI-U) 139.3 138.6 
Percent Change for Past Month ............. ; ... . 
Percent Change from Last December ........... . 
Percent Change from 12 Months Ago ........... . 
+0.5% 
+2.5% 
+3.2% 
responsibility of, the Maine Bureau of Employment Security. _ 3 _ 
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Nonfarm Wage and Salary Employment by Place of Work (in Thousands) 
ITEM 
Nonfann Wage and Salary Employment 1/---------
Goods Producing---------------------------------------
Construction and Mining----------------------------
Building Construction--------------------------
Special Trade Contractors ---------------------
Manufacturing----------------------------------------
Durable Goods------------------------------------
Lumber and Wood Products------------------
Primary and Fabricated Metals----------------
lndustrial Machinery and Equipment--------
Electronic and Other Electric Equipment----
Transportation Equipment---------------------
Other Durable Goods 2/ -----------------------
Nondurable Goods--------------------------------
Food and Kindred Products-------------------
Textile Mill Products---------------------------
Apparel and Other Textile Products---------
Paper and Allied Products---------------------
Printing and Publishing-----------------------
Rubber and Miscellaneous Plastic Products 
Leather and Leather Products-----------------
Footwear (except Rubber)---------------
Other Nondurable Goods 3/-------------------
Service Producing---------------------------------------
Transportation and Public Utilities----------: ..... 
Wholesale Trade--------------------------------------
Retail Trade-------------------------------------------
Food Stores--------------------------------------
Eating and Drinking Places-------------------
Finance, Insurance and Real Estate------------
Banking------------------------------------------
Insurance Carriers, Brokers and Agents-----
S erv ices---------------------------------------------
Ho te Is and Other Lodging Places-------------
Business Services-------------------------------
Health Services----------------------------------
Federal Govemment------------------------------
State and Local Government 4/------------------
Involved in Labor-Management Disputes-----------
This 
Month 
500.2 
110.8 
16.8 
4.4 
9.5 
94.0 
41.7 
9.8 
3.1 
4.3 
7.2 
13.1 
4.2 
52.3 
7.0 
6.0 
2.9 
16.7 
5.4 
3.2 
9.9 
8.1 
1.2 
389.4 
21.9 
22.0 
99.0 
18.0 
30.0 
25.0 
9.8 
11.0 
122.3 
6.5 
12.3 
46.7 
17.8 
81.4 
0.0 
STATEWIDE 
Last 
Month 
500.6 
111.8 
17.3 
4.9 
9.6 
94.5 
41.9 
10.1 
3.1 
4.2 
7.2 
13.1 
4.2 
52.6 
7.3 
5.9 
3.0 
17.0 
5.4 
3.1 
9.8 
8.0 
1.1 
388.8 
21.6 
21.8 
98.7 
18.0 
29.1 
25.0 
9.8 
11.0 
122.5 
6.6 
12.4 
46.7 
17.8 
81.4 
0.0 
Year 
Ago 
498.6 
113.7 
18.6 
5.4 
10.3 
95.1 
43.9 
10.0 
3.3 
4.3 
7.6 
14.7 
4.0 
51.2 
6.5 
5.1 
2.8 
17.2 
5.4 
3.1 
10.0 
8.5 
1.1 
384.9 
21.7 
23.4 
94.8 
17.7 
27.7 
24.9 
9.7 
10.9 
121.1 
6.2 
12.7 
45.6 
18.5 
80.5 
0.0 
PORTLAND MSA 
This 
Month 
120.1 
18.8 
4.1 
0.9 
2.9 
14.7 
7.0 
n/a 
n/a 
1.6 
2.3 
(d) 
3.1 
7.7 
2.2 
(d) 
n/a 
(d) 
1.5 
n/a 
1.0 
n/a 
3.0 
101.3 
5.3 
9.1 
25.3 
n/a 
7.2 
12.5 
n/a 
n/a 
32.9 
n/a 
n/a 
n/a 
1.9 
14.3 
0.0 
Last 
Month 
119.3 
18.2 
4.0 
0.9 
2.8 
14.2 
6.7 
n/a 
n/a 
1.5 
2.3 
(d) 
2.9 
7.5 
2.3 
(d) 
n/a 
(d) 
1.5 
n/a 
0.9 
n/a 
2.8 
101.1 
5.3 
9.1 
24.9 
n/a 
6.8 
12.5 
n/a 
n/a 
33.3 
n/a 
n/a 
n/a 
1.8 
14.2 
0.0 
Year 
Ago 
121.2 
20.3 
4.8 
1.1 
3.3 
15.5 
7.6 
n/a 
n/a 
1.6 
2.5 
(d) 
3.4 
7.9 
2.2 
(d) 
n/a 
(d) 
1.5 
n/a 
1.0 
n/a 
3.1 
100.9 
6.0 
9.3 
24.9 
n/a 
6.8 
12.1 
n/a 
n/a 
32.4 
n/a 
n/a 
n/a 
2.1 
14.1 
0.0 
LEWISTON-AUBURN MSA 
This 
Month 
36.8 
9.3 
1.3 
n/a 
n/a 
8.0 
2.2 
n/a 
n/a 
n/a 
n/a 
n/a 
n/a 
5.8 
n/a 
n/a 
n/a 
n/a 
n/a 
n/a 
1.8 
n/a 
4.0 
27.5 
1.4 
1.9 
7.3 
n/a 
n/a 
2.0 
n/a 
n/a 
10.6 
n/a 
n/a 
n/a 
0.3 
4.0 
0.0 
Last 
Month 
37.0 
9.4 
1.3 
n/a 
n/a 
8.1 
2.2 
n/a 
n/a 
n/a 
n/a 
n/a 
n/a 
5.9 
n/a 
n/a 
n/a 
n/a 
n/a 
n/a 
1.8 
n/a 
4.1 
27.6 
1.4 
1.8 
7.5 
n/a 
n/a 
2.0 
n/a 
n/a 
10.6 
n/a 
n/a 
n/a 
0.3 
4.0 
0.0 
Year 
Ago 
37.0 
9.2 
1.4 
n/a 
n/a 
7.8 
2.2 
n/a 
n/a 
n/a 
n/a 
n/a 
n/a 
5.6 
n/a 
n/a 
n/a 
n/a 
n/a 
n/a 
1.4 
n/a 
4.2 
27.8 
1.4 
2.1 
7.3 
n/a 
n/a 
2.1 
n/a 
n/a 
10.5 
n/a 
n/a 
n/a 
0.3 
4.1 
0.0 
lJ Employment figures relate to full- and part-time wage and salary workers in pay periods including the 12th of the month. Domestic workers in private 
households, proprietors, self-employed, and unpaid family workers are excluded. 2/ Includes Standard Industrial Classification (SIC) codes: Statewide -
25, 32, 38, 39; Portland - 24, 25, 32, 33, 34, 37, 38, 39. 'J} Includes SIC codes: Statewide - 28, 29; Portland - 20, 22, 23, 26, 30; Lewiston - 20, 22, 23, 26, 
27 . ~ Regular teachers are included in summer months whether or not specifically paid in those months. n/a - data not available in sufficient detail for 
publication . * Less than 50. (d) Nondisclosure item. Source: Nonfarm wage and salary employment by place of work and earnings, and workweek of 
production workers in manufacturing industries are developed by the Maine Bureau of Employment Security in cooperation with the U.S. Bureau of Labor 
Statistics . - 4 -
Labor Force, Employment and Unemployment 
UNEMPLOYMENT UNEMPLOYMENT 
Percent of 
LABOR FORCE 2/ RESIDENT EMPLOYED Number Labor Force 
AREA 1/ This Last Year This Last Year This Last Year This Last Year 
Month Month Ago Month Month Ago Month Month Ago Month Month Ago 
MAINE-STATEWIDE ....................... 642.2 639.2 643.1 588.0 580.1 583.8 54.2 59.1 59.3 8.4 9.2 9.2 
MAJOR LABOR MARKETS 
Bangor MSA ....................................... 46,600 46,600 47,000 43,400 43,100 43,600 3,200 3,400 3,400 6.9 7.4 7.2 
Lewiston-Auburn MSA ...................... 44,100 44,400 44,000 39,400 39,100 38,800 4,700 5,300 5,200 10.7 11.9 11.9 
Portland MSA ...................................... 134,600 133,900 133,500 126,600 125,200 124,600 8,000 8,700 8,900 5.9 6.5 6.7 
Portsmouth-Dover 
Rochester MSA ................................... n/a n/a 142,400 n/a n/a 134,000 n/a n/a 8,400 n/a n/a 5.9 
OTIIER LABOR MARKETS 
Augusta ................................................ 37,320 37,240 36,560 34,580 34,270 33,720 2,740 2,970 2,840 7.3 8.0 7.8 
Bath-Brunswick .................................. 32,470 31,880 33,390 30,530 29,690 31,280 1,940 2,190 2,110 6.0 6.9 6.3 
Belfast .................................................. 12,660 12,570 12,820 10,820 10,630 10,830 1,840 1,940 1,990 14.5 15.4 15.5 
Biddeford .............................................. 27,560 27,490 28,500 25,040 24,650 25,480 2,520 2,840 3,010 9.1 10.3 10.6 
Boothbay Harbor-Wiscasset ................ 15,120 14,910 15,190 14,030 13,730 14,220 1,090 1,190 980 7.2 8.0 6.4 
Calais-Eastport. ................................... 16,040 15,770 15,990 14,130 13,750 13,650 1,910 2,030 2,340 11.9 12.9 14.6 
Caribou-Presque Isle .......................... , 22,440 22,530 22,120 19,960 19,710 19,690 2,480 2,820 2,430 11.1 12.5 11.0 
Central Penobscot. .............................. 3,090 3,150 3,160 2,690 2,740 2,770 410 410 380 13.2 13.0 12.1 
Dover-Foxcroft .................................... 7,200 7,160 7,470 6,560 6,500 6,550 640 660 930 8.9 9.3 12.4 
Ellsworth .............................................. 26,030 25,590 25,590 23,230 22,570 22,660 2,790 3,020 2,930 10.7 11.8 11.5 
Farmington .......................................... 14,360 14,290 14,550 13,170 13,080 13,210 1,190 1,210 1,340 8.3 8.4 9.2 
Fort Kent-Allagash ............................. 6,070 6,160 5,930 5,360 5,520 5,250 720 640 670 11.8 10.4 11.3 
Greenville ............................................ 1,320 1,400 1,390 1,180 1,250 1,240 140 160 150 10.7 11.0 10.7 
Houlton ................................................ 7,040 6,990 6,910 6,550 6,460 6,440 490 530 470 7.0 7.6 6.8 
Kittery-York 3/ .................................... 29,110 28,980 30,560 27,690 27,200 29,000 1,430 1,780 1,570 4.9 6.2 5.1 
Lincoln-Howland ................................ 5,810 5,800 5,800 5,160 5,130 5,090 650 670 710 11.2 11.5 12.2 
Livermore Falls ................................... 6,190 6,210 5,340 5,610 5,560 4,670 580 650 670 9.3 10.5 12.5 
Madawaska-Van Buren ...................... 4,220 4,200 4,210 3,760 3,710 3,670 460 490 530 10.9 11.6 12.7 
Millinocket-East Millinocket ............. 4,150 4,100 4,240 3,690 3,630 3,740 460 480 500 11.1 11.6 11.7 
Norway-Paris ....................................... 12,280 12,090 12,150 10,910 10,540 10,460 1,360 1,550 1,700 11.1 12.8 14.0 
Patten-Island Falls ............................... 2,730 2,710 2,650 2,400 2,390 2,270 330 320 380 12.2 11.7 14.5 
Rockland .............................................. 20,460 20,070 19,510 18,630 18,250 17,620 1,840 1,820 1,890 9.0 9.1 9.7 
Rwnford ............................................... 9,470 9,480 9,830 8,580 8,540 8,740 890 940 1,080 9.4 10.0 11.0 
Sanford ................................................. 16,950 16,960 17,720 15,190 14,940 15,740 1,760 2,030 1,980 10.4 11.9 11.2 
Sebago Lakes Region ......................... 13,210 13,090 12,830 12,130 11,870 11,630 1,080 1,220 1,200 8.2 9.3 9.4 
Skowhegan .........................................• 24,600 24,520 24,770 21,770 21,460 21,810 2,830 3,060 2,960 11.5 12.5 12.0 
Southwest PenobscoL. ........................ 11,370 11,410 11,730 9,890 9,740 10,010 1,480 1,670 1,710 13.0 14.6 14.6 
Waterville ............................................ 27,580 27,620 27,630 25,290 25,190 25,330 2,280 2,430 2,300 8.3 8.8 8.3 
OTHER 
NEW ENGLAND STA TES (000) 
Connecticut ----------------------------- n/a 1,798.1 1,783.9 n/a 1,651.1 1,668.3 n/a 147.0 115.6 n/a 8.2 6.5 
Massachusetts--------------------------- 3,137.0 3,116.0 3,136.1 2,823.0 2,851.0 2,814.1 315.0 264.0 322.1 10.0 8.5 10.3 
New Hampshire------------------------- n/a n/a 636.6 n/a n/a 589.4 n/a n/a 47.2 n/a n/a 7.4 
Rhode Island----------------------------- 514.0 511.8 512.1 468.1 469.3 467.5 46.0 42.5 44.6 8.9 8.3 8.7 
Vermont---------------------------------- 304.5 306.2 309.1 283.0 284.7 287.0 21.6 21.6 22.2 7.1 7.0 7.2 
NEW ENGLAND STA TES (000)---- n/a n/a 7,020.9 n/a n/a 6,410.1 n/a n/a 611.0 n/a n/a 8.7 
UNITED ST A TES (000)--------------- 125,797 125,386 124,443 116,106 115,224 115,639 9,691 10,161 8,804 7.7 8.1 7.1 
Footnotes 
lJ Labor force, employment, and unemployment data for all areas are by place of residence and are not seasonally adjusted. Estimates made 
independently for each labor market area have been benchmarked to and extrapolated from the Current Population Survey estimates for the 
state. All data exclude members of the Armed Forces. Data are rounded for publishing purposes. Employment and unemployment may not add 
to labor force due to rounding. MSA - Metropolitan Statistical Area. n/a indicates that the information was not available at the time of printing. 
2/ Current figures preliminary; last month and year ago figures revised. 
'J.J Kittery-York is the eight-town Maine portion of the Portsmouth-Dover-Rochester MSA which includes towns in both Maine and New Hampshire. 
Source: These data are developed by the Maine Bureau of Employment Security in cooperation with the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. 
Mid-Month Insured Unemployment 
ITEM STATEWIDE PORTLAND MSA LEWISTON-AUBURN MSA 
This Last Year This Last Year This Last Year 
Month Month Ago Month Month Ago Month Month Ago 
Number of continued-week claimants* 25,734 26,553 31,738 3,899 3,962 4,864 2,288 2,430 2,911 
Continued-week claimants are less partials for week including the 12th of the month. 
- 5 -
and breakfasf' establishments. There are now 3 left 
in 1992. The economy has been the major factor in 
the decrease. 
The Rockland area is optimistic for a better year in 
1992. Inquiries are up over last year as are bus tour 
and windjammer reservations. The advertising 
budget is about the same as 1991. 
The Camden area expects to do very well in 1992. 
Inquiries are up 20 percent over 1991 and there are 
many advance reservations for lodging. The area 
has 6 campgrounds and reservations are way ahead 
of last year. Camden specifically, and Maine in gen-
eral, were written up in 3 national magazines, which 
generated lots of inquiries. Recreational vehicle 
(RV) sales are up 25 percent nationally this year 
I which looks well for Maine as a whole. 
Searsport is expecting as good a year as last year and 
maybe somewhat better. They experienced a 10 to 
15 percent increase in 1991 although advance reser-
- 6 -
vations did not indicate an increase. An influx of 
Canadian tourists contributed to this increase. The 
I 
cost of many items is much less in Maine which • 
should continue to draw Canadian tourists. Advertis-
ing expenditures are targeting European, Canadian 
and Maine vacationers for 1992. 
Bar Harbor is very hopeful for 1992. Inquiries are 
running 16 percent more than last year. Also, some 
new motels and restaurants have opened for 1992. 
While only a few cruise ships stopped in 1991, this 
year is expected to be considerably better with 
scheduled day stops for 41 ships, including the QE 
II. 
It appears that the 1992 summer tourist industry will 
do well with prospects somewhat better than last 
year. 
by William J. Curran Ill 
Economic Research Analyst 
The Maine Bureau of Employment Security is affiliated with the U.S. Employment and Training Administration and is a Federal-State Statistical Program Cooperative Representative of the U.S. Bureau 
of Labor Statistics. 
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